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Hiroshi Hara* : Critical notes on some type specimens of 
East-Asiatic plants in foreign herbaria (1) 

M 3 £*: ( 1 ) 

In the summer of 1954, I had an opportunity to investigate many authen¬ 
tic materials of East-Asiatic plants, especially Japanese ones, in European and 
American herbaria. As the result of this study, I have to change currently ac¬ 
cepted interpretation of various species in many cases, and I will publish my 
opinion on those plants in this series of papers, aiming to fix their scientific 
names. Critical comparisons between the Japanese plants and continental Asiatic 
ones are much needed in future. 

Here I wish to express my most cordial thanks to all persons in charge 
of the following herbaria who gave me facilities for examining specimens. 

. Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle at Paris; Thunberg Herbarium of 
Uppsala University; Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet at Stockholm; Botaniska 
Tradgarden at Goteborg; Herbarium of Lund University; Rijksherbarium 
at Leiden; Botanical Museum and Herbarium at Utrecht; Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew; British Museum of Natural History at London; Royal 
Botanic Garden at Edinburgh ; Smithsonian Institution at Washington, D. C., 
and Herbarium of Harvard University. 

1) Smiiax trinervula Miquel On mountains and hills of middle Hon¬ 
shu, there is a dwarf species of Smiiax which is called * Sarumame ’ in 
Japanese. It is closely allied to Smiiax China L. in the common sense, but 
differs from the latter in having erect (generally less than 30 cm high) slender, 
zigzag, and less spiny stems, smaller (often less than 4 cm long) and elliptic 
leaves with three main nerves, very short (less than 3 mm long) tendrils, and 
1-4-flowered short racemes with linear-caudate bracteoles. 

The plant was once referred to S. japonica A. Gray, but the type of S. 
japonica in the Harvard University proves to be merely a form of S. China. 
The eariest name for * Sarumame ’ is S. trinervula Miquel, as Makino cor¬ 
rectly identified it in 1895. The type specimen of S. trinervula in the Rijksher- 
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barium at Leiden is a small sterile branch with three leaves only. It was 
sent to Siebold by a Japanese under the Japanese name ‘Sarumame,’ and it 
was probably collected by Keisuke Ito around Nagoya where this plant occurs 
commonly, and can not be the origin of China. 

Smilax trinervula Miquel in Versl. Med. Kon. Akad. Wetens. ser. 2, 2: 
87 (1866) ; in Ann. Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 3:150 (1867)—Makino in Bot. .Mag. 
Tokyo 9 : (112) (1895). 

S. China var. trinervula (Miq.) Makino in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 14:184 (1900) 
—Matsum., Ind. PL. Jap. 2 (1) : 213 (1905). 

‘ S. japonica A. Gray’ sensu Nakai in Journ. Arnold Arbor. 5: 72 (1924). 

S. Sarumame Ohwi in Act. Phy. Geo. 6:149 (1937) ; FI. Jap. 325 (1953). 

2) Corylopsis Kesakii Sieb. et Zucc. The name Corylopsis Kesakii was 
adopted by Nakai in Journ. Jap. Bot. 15:737 (1939) for * Kirishima-midzuki ’ 
which had been called as C. glabrescens Franch. et Sav. At Leiden there are 
two sheets of the specimen of C. Kesakii which were collected by ‘Kesak.’ 
Although they are sterile, Miquel in Ann. Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 3:207 (1867) 
apparently supplied the diagnosis of C. Kesakii based on these specimens, by 
which the name was validated. They are not the same as C. glabrescens but 
are sterile shoots of C. spicata Sieb. et Zucc., which were probably collected 
from the cultivated plant and not from high mountains of Kiusiu. G. Koi- 
dzumi examined the specimens in 1925, and identified them correctly,' but he 
has not published his identification. 

Thus C. Kesakii Sieb. et Zucc. ex Miquel becomes a synonym of C. spicata, 
and the correct name for * Kirishima-midzuki ’ is C. glabrescens Franch. et 
Sav. 

3) Geranium japonicum Franch. et Sav. and G. Krameri Fr. et Sav. 
Having examined the type of G. japonicum Franch. et Sav. at Paris, Nakai 
in 1935 interpreted it as ‘ Tachi-furo.’ In my notes on the Japanese species 
of Geranium in 1948, however, I called the attention to the fact that the 
original description of G. japonicum does not agree with ‘ Tachi-furo ’ in the 
hairiness. The type specimen of G. japonicum at Paris is a flowering specimen 
labeled as ‘in monte Hakone, Savatier no. 2446 bis.’ It is not ‘Tachi-furo,’ 
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but is a glabrescent form of G. eriostemon Fischer var. Reinii (Fr. et Sav.) 
Maxim. Its pedicels and sepals are densely pubescent with short hairs and 
also with long patent glandular hairs which are slightly shorter than those 
in the typical form of f. Onoei (Fr. et Sav.) Hara. 

The correct name for ‘ Tachi-furo’is G. Krameri Franch. et Sav. as follows-: 

Geranium Krameri Franch. et Sav., Enum. PL Jap. 2: 306 (1877). 

£ G. japonicum Franch. et Sav.’ sensu Nakai in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 49 : 351 
(1935)—Hara in Journ. Jap. Bot. 22: 167 (1948) ; Enum. Sperm. Jap. 3: 2 (1954) 
—Ohwi, FI. Jap. 703 (1953). 

Historical Specim. Examined. Honshu: in prov. Simosa (Kramer 1873, 
Savatier no. 2006, Holotype of G. Krameri) ; ibid. (Kramer 1872, 2 sheets, a 
single branch belongs to f. adpressipilosum). 

f. adpressipilosum (Hara) Hara, comb. nov. 

G. japonicum var. adpressipilosum Hara in Journ. Jap. Bot. 22: 168 & 171 
(1948). 

G. japonicum f. adpressipilosmn (Hara) Hara, Enum. Sperm. Jap. 3:2 (1954) 

4) Oxalis japonica Franch. et Sav. and O. Griffithii Edgew. et Hook. f. 
The name Oxalis japonica Franch. et Sav. has hitherto been applied to a 
Japanese race of O. Acetosella group which I treated as subsp. japonica in 1952, 
and in the original publication Franchet himself cited the Japanese name and 
illustrations of that race. The holotype (Savatier no. 2816) of O. japonica is 
a very poor specimen without rhizome collected by Ono, which consists of 
detached 2 flowering scapes with a single flower and 4 small leaves. It is 
unexpectedly O. Martiana Zuccarini which is naturalized to Japan from South 
America. Its leaflets are obcordate and round at the top of lobes and are 
glandular dotted on the margin, its sepals have two distinct oblong glands 
near the top, and its petals are purple. Franchet’s description of rhizomes 
must be based on the Japanese illustration. Franchet identified the specimens 
of the Japanese race of O. Acetosella at Paris sometimes with O. Acetosella 
itself and sometimes with O. obtriangulata by mistake or with O. japonica. 

I compared the Japanese race of O. Acetosella with many Chinese and 
Himalayan specimens, and come to the conclusion that they all are the same 
as Oxalis Grijjithii Edgew. et Hook, f., of which type specimen I examined at 
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Kew. O. Griffiihii in Himalaya and China is very variable in the shape of 
rhizomes and leaflets, and in the hairiness, but the limit of its variations 
coincides just with that of the Japanese race. The type of O. Griffithii has 
long creeping rhizomes, and the same form occurs in China and Japan too. 
Some Japanese plants have shorter rhizomes densely covered imbricately with 
the basal part of petioles, and such a form is found also among continental 
materials. The shape and hairiness of leaflets of the Himalayan specimens 
agree well with those of the Japanese ones. The flowers of the Japanese 
plants are generally white, but often rosy or purple (f. rubriflora Makino). 
O. leucolepis Diels and O. hupehensis Knuth may not be specifically separated 
from O. Griffithii too. 

O. Griffithii is generally distinguished easily from O. Acetosella in having 
thicker rhizomes, larger and more hairy leaflets with divaricate and obtuse 
lobes, but intermediate forms between the two are sometimes found in Hima¬ 
laya as well as in China and in Japan, as I have pointed out in 1952. So 

I wish to treat O. Griffithii as a geographical subspecies of O. Acetosella as 
follows: 

Oxalis Acetosella L. subsp. Griffithii (Edgew. et Hook, f.) Hara, stat. nov. 

O. Griffithii Edgeworth et Hooker fil. in Hooker 1, FI. Brit. Ind. 1: 436 
(1872)—Knuth in Engl., Pfl.-reich IV-130, Ht. 95,'234 (1930). 

O. Acetosella var. japonica Makino in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 22:171 (1908), excl. 
basonym—Ohwi, FI. Jap. 705 (1953). 

O. Acetosella subsp. japonica Hara in Journ. Fac. Sci. Univ. Tokyo sect. 
3, 6:82 (1952), excl. basonym; Enum. Sperm. Jap. 3:8 (1954). 

Historical specimens examined. Japan: in monte Kuruma Yama (Rein, 
Savatier no. 2816, ut O. Acetosella ) ; in montibus Hakone (Savatier no. 3374, 
ut O. obtriangulata) ; in monte Fudsiyama (Savatier 1871, ut O. obtriangulata) ; 
in Paris. 

China: Yunnan, Long-ki (Delavey no. 4917 & 5010) ; Tali range (Forrest 
no. 4286). 

India: Bhotan? (Griffith, Holotype of O. Griffiihii in Kew) ; Sikkim 8-11000 
ped. (Hooker f.) ; Khasia 5-7000 ped. (Hooker f.) ; Manipur (Watts no. 6442). 

Dist. Japan! (Honshu, Shikoku & Kyusyu), Formosa!, central & western 
China!, northern Burma, and eastern India! (west to Sikkim & Khasia). 
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5) Mitrasacme pygmaea R. Brown and M. alsinoides R. Brown When 
I referred the Japanese species called ‘Ai-nae ’ to Mitrasacme nudicaulis in 1940, 
I mentioned that it will probably be conspecific with M. pygmaea of Australia. 
In the British Museum I have examined the type of M. pygmaea R. Brown, 
and confirmed that it agrees exactly with M. nudicaidis of China and Japan. 
It is a small annual having stems covered with very short hairs, its upper 
two pairs of leaves are approximate, oblong-ovate, and often much larger 
than the lower ones, and its flowers are small (3-4 mm long). This plant is 
Widely distributed in south-eastern Asia. 

M. malaccensis Wight differs slightly from this plant in having several 
pairs of narrower leaves of equal size, and may better be treated as a variety 
of the species. M. capillaris Wallich is nearer to M. pygmaea than to M. 
malaccensis. 

As I have also noticed in 1940, M. polymorpha R. Brown is a distinct 
perennial species from M. pygmaea. Its stems are woody, attaining 20 cm or 
more high with longer patent hairs, densely branched and densely leaved, 
and its leaves are linear (ca. 1mm wide) and long-ciliate at least on the 
lower margin, and its flowers are larger (5-6 mm long). 

The other species of Mitrasacme on Japan is generally identified as M. 
alsinoides R. Brown of Australia. In this case, however, the Australian plant 
is not quite the same as the East-Asiatic one. The leaves of the Australian 
plant 'are ovate and acute attaining 7 mm long 4 mm wide, minutely ciliate 
on the lower margin, and its flowers are. often larger. Whereas the plants 
from Japan as well as those from Malaysia and India are nearly glabrous, 
and have narrower oblong leaves and smaller flowers. But intermediate forms 
are found in Burma and Malaysia, so I think that it is proper to treat this East- 
Asiatic plant as a variety of M. alsinoides. 

Mitrasacme pygmaea R. Brown, Prodr. FI. Nov. Holl. 1:453 (1810). 

M. capillaris Wallich ex Roxburgh, FI. Ind. ed. Carey, 1: 420 (1820) ; Cat. 
no. 4348 (1831). , 

M. nudicaulis Reinwardt ex Blume, Bijdr. FI. Neder. Ind. 14: 849 (1826) — 
Hara in Journ. Jap. Bot, 16:155 (1940) ; Enum. Sperm. Jap. 1:130 (1949) — 
Ohwi, FI. Jap. 945 (1953). 

M. chinensis Grisebach in Meyen, Observ. Bot. 51 (1843). 
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Dist. Japan! (Honshu to Ryukyu), Korea!, Formosa!, China!, Indo-China, 
Siam, India!, Malaysia (Malay, Philippines!, Borneo, Sumatra, Timor!), 
Micronesia!, Australia!, and New Caledonia! 

var. malaccensis (Wight) Hara, stat. nov. 

Linmophylla campanuloid.es Bentham ex Wallich, Cat. no. 3908 (1831), nom. 
nud. 

Mitrasacme malaccensis Wight, Icon. PI. Ind. Or. 4:15, t. 1601. 2 (1850). 

Dist. Southern Burma, and Malay. 

Mitrasacme alsinoides R. Brown, Prodr. FI. Nov. Holl. 1: 453 (1810). 

Dist. Australia!, New Guinea, and Bali! 

var. indica (Wight) Hara, stat. nov. - 

M. indica Wight, Icon. PI. Ind. Or. 4:15, t. 1601. 1 (1850). 

M. pusilla Dalzell in Hooker, Journ. Bot. & Kew Misc. 2:136 (1850). 

M. crystallina Griffith, Not. PL Asia. 4: 87 (1854) ; Icon. PI. Asia. t. 383, 
f. 2 (1854). 

‘ M. alsinoides R. Brown’ sensu Hara, Enum. Sperm. Jap. 1:129 (1949) — 
Ohwi, FI. Jap. 945 (1953). 

Dist. Japan! (Honshu to Ryukyu), Korea!, Formosa!, China!, Indo-China, 
Siam!, Burma!, India!, and Malaysia (Malay, Philippines!, Borneo, Java). 

6) Mosla dianther a (Hamilt.) Maxim. Mosla dianthera of northern 
India matches well with M. grosseserrata Maxim, of temperate East-Asia in 
all respects. The shape of leaves, the hairiness, the shape of calyces, and 
the reticulation on the surface of seeds are the same in both plants. 

Mosia dianthera (Hamilt.) Maximowicz in Bull. Acad. Sci. St.-Petersb. 
20: 457 (1875). 

Lycopus dianthera Hamilton ex Roxburgh, FI. Ind. ed. Carey, 1: 145 (1820) ; 
ed. 2, 1: 144 (1832). 

Cunila Buchanani Sprengel, Syst. Yeg. 1:54 (1824). 

C. nepalensis D. Don, Prodr. FI. Nepal. 107 (Feb. 1825). 

Melissa nepalensis (Don) Bentham in Wallich, PI. Asia. Rar. 1:66 (1830). 

Mosla ocymoidcs Hamilton ex Bentham, 1. c. 66 (1830), pro syn.—Mukerjee 
in Rec. Bot. Surv. India 14 : 101 (1940). 

Moschosma ocimoides Reichb. in Wallich, Cat. no, 2712 (1831), nom. nud. 
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Hedeoma napalensis (Don) Bentham, Labiat. Gen. Sp. 366 (1832-6) — 
Jacqiiemont, Voy. Ind. 133, t. 138 (1844). 1 . 

Mosla grosseserrata Maximo wicz, 1. c. 458 (1875). 

M. formosana Maxim., 1. c. 459 (1875). 

M. lysimachiiflora Hayata, Icon. FI. Formos. 8:104 (1919) . 

Orthodon grosseserratum (Maxim.) Kudo in Mem. Fac. Sci. & Agr. Taihoku 
Univ. 2 (2) : 79 (1929)—Kara. Enum. Sperm. Jap. 1: 216 (1949)—Ohwi, Fi. Jap. 
1012 (1953). 

O. formosanum (Maxim.) Kudo, 1. c. 79 (1929). 

O. diantherus (Hamilt.) Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7 (4) : 933 (1936). 

Dist. Japan! (Hokkaido to Ryukyu), Korea!, Ussuri, Amur!, Manchuria!, 
China!, Formosa!, Indo-China, Burma, northern India! (Bengal, Khasia Mts., 
Himalaya west to Kashmir), Philippines, and Sumatra! 

As regards. the generic name, I adopted Orthodon Bentham ex Oliver (1865) 
in my Enum. Sperm. Jap. Part 1 (1949) following the opinion of Kudo (1929). 
But it is a later homonym of Orthodon Bory ex Schwaeger, Suppl. 2: 23 (1823) 
(Musci), so Mosla Hamilton ex Maxim. (1875) is the correct generic name. 

Thus the plant which is very near to M., dianther a, but has leaves pubes¬ 
cent with long soft hairs, and lower lobes of the calyx narrower and more 
pointed, should be called as follows: 

Mosla hirta Hara in Journ. Jap. Bot. 12:44 (1936)., pro syn. 

Orthodon hirtum Hara, 1. c. 44 (1936); Enum. Sperm. Jap. 1:216 (1949). 

Dist. Honshu!, Kyusyu!, southern Korea!, and Formosa!. 
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